60           THE BAGHDAD AIR MAIL

the mud flat. In this way the pilot is given a guide to his
height above the ground by the rough border of basalt
boulders. It is also possible to drop a smoke candle some-
where in the centre of the mud flat, and to land by the side
of the smoke. The disadvantage is that, unless the wind
is fairly strong and steady, the smoke is apt to go up
nearly straight for a little, flatten out, go up again, and
flatten out again. The smoke thus "steps up" and would
be quite misleading. The pilot therefore would have to
watch the smoke carefully; and if there were signs of its
blowing unevenly, he would ignore the smoke except for
its general direction, and land near the edge of the mud
flat. The seaplane pilot who has to alight on water with
a glassy surface is up against the same difficulty; and he
tries when possible to do it near a buoy or something
floating to give him a sense of the level of the water.

I have made a number of passing references to the
weather along the Mail Route which runs from Egypt
through Palestine to Iraq. The climate in all three
countries is different. Going from one end to the other
you start at a height of under 200 feet above sea level,
pass over a plateau nearly 3,000 feet high, and go down
again to the height you started from. You would
naturally expect the climate in the high parts to be as a
whole, cooler, and this is so. In Palestine and Trans-
jordan, at any rate in summer, it is cooler than at either
end. Egypt is slightly nearer the tropics than Iraq, and
it might be expected to be warmer for that reason. What
actually happens is that Iraq, being further from the sea,
suffers from greater extremes, and is considerably hotter
than Egypt in summer and colder in winter.

In Iraq there are on an average four really hot months,
from June to September. Many people prefer to sleep